
CHAPTER 4

TACTICAL EMPLOYMENT

20. General
The M18A1 mine is primarily a defensive

weapon. It may be employed to a limited ex-
tent in certain phases of offensive operations.
The M18A1 has the same basic capabilities as
antipersonnel mines and can be used in most
situations where other types of antipersonnel
mines are employed. In addition, the M18A1
has the capability of being sighted directionally
to provide fragmentation over a specific area
and does not necessarily rely upon chance det-
onation by the enemy. The M18A1 is adaptable
for covering the ranges between maximum hand
grenade throwing distance and the minimum
safe distance of mortar and artillery support-
ing fires.

21. Defense
a. General. The M18A1 normally is em-

ployed in the controlled role as an antiperson-
nel mine. When used in conjunction with other
types of antipersonnel and antitank mines, the
employment of the M18A1 will be governed by
the procedures described in FM 20-32.

b. Minefields.
(1)

(2)

(3)

Ease of transportation, installation,
and removal facilitates the use of the
M18A1 in protective, defensive, and
nuisance minefield.
The M18A1, with its controlled dis-
persion pattern, is designed to cover
areas where enemy personnel attacks
in force are anticipated. They may
be located singly, or in multiples (fig.
8).
CLAYMORES may be mixed with
antipersonnel and antitank mines in
conjunction with nuisance minefield
and arranged for detonation by trip-
wire.

(4)

(5)

The M18A1 can supplement other
mines within a protective minefield,
and can be installed and employed
in either the controlled or uncon-
trolled roles. The configuration and
composition of the minefield pattern
varies with the terrain and tactical
situation.
The M18A1 can be used to cover
portions of defensive minefield by
emplacing it on the minefield
perimeter, or within the field to cover
lanes between mines. The controlled
method of employment is desirable.
Care should be taken to insure that
the mine is properly aimed to pro-
vide fragmentation effect over and
not into the minefield. This can be
accomplished by securing the mine
to trees or other elevated objects which
are at least 2 meters above ground
level.

c. Find Protective Fires. The M18A1 can
be employed to fill the dead space of the final
protective fires of automatic weapons in de-
fensive positions. Depending on the importance
of the area being protected, CLAYMORE mines
may be emplaced behind each other in relatively
close proximity. To avoid the risk of sympa-
thetic detonation, mines should be placed no
closer than 5 meters apart. Normally, mines
closest to the enemy will be detonated first. If
the enemy continues to approach a defender’s
position, he will successively detonate rearward
mines as he comes within their range. In
determining positions for emplacing CLAY-
MORE mines, consideration must be given to
the effects of backblast on friendly positions.

d. Security of Outposts. CLAYMORE mines
are easily transported and rapidly emplaced for
security of outposts. The mines can be in-
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stalled for complete perimeter coverage of a
position. Time permitting, several rows can
be employed. The mine can also be emplaced
to assist in covering withdrawals from out-
posts.

e. Defense of Command, Combat Support,
Combat Service Support Installations, and Re-
serve Forces.

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

CLAYMORE mines can be utilized to
assist in the local security of com-
mand posts and support installations;
and they can be carried in vehicles
located within these areas. In addi-
tion to providing local protection for
these installations, the mines also pro-
vide protection for the vehicles.
CLAYMORE mines so emplaced
should be employed in the electrically
controlled role as a protective measure
against inflicting casualties on friend-
ly personnel.
It is necessary to mark, record, and
report all such positions as described
in FM 20–32. The shorting plug dust
cover must be attached to the firing
wire and the firing device should not
be attached until actual firing, par-
ticularly in rear areas where friendly
personnel move about extensively.
Reserve forces in blocking positions
or assembly areas can use CLAY-
MORES to augment their local securi-
ty forces.

f. Local Security of Halted Columns. CLAY-
MORES may be carried on tanks and other
types of vehicles and emplaced for perimeter
defense of such vehicles when they are halted.
As soon as they are halted, personnel will em-
place the CLAYMORES for close-in protection
of the vehicles. Controlled electrical firing
should be employed for simplicity, speed, and
safety.

g. Roadblocks and Obstacles.
(1) In conjunction with roadblocks,

CLAYMORES should have a clear
field of fire to cover the avenue of
approach. Additional CLAYMORES
should be placed on the friendly side
of a roadblock. When used to cover
obstacles, the CLAYMORE should be

(2)

placed 20 to 30 meters on the friendly
side of the obstacle. This distance also
applies to barbed wire obstacles.
Controlled detonation is most desira-
ble, since the firer can best judge the
exact moment of detonation. How-
ever, uncontrolled detonation may be
employed allowing the enemy to ac-
tivate the mine when he attempts to
breach the obstacle (para 10).

h. Boobytraps. Using standard firing de-
vices, CLAYMORE mines can be employed as
boobytraps (para 13). Concealment of the
mine and a positive detonation system is es-
sential. The mine must be emplaced and
sighted to cover the desired area. In order to
allow for the full effects of the dispersion pat-
tern of the mine, it is best to locate it away
from the boobytrap actuation device. The mine
is adaptable to many varied situations of booby-
trapping, limited only by the ingenuity of the
individual emplacing the mine. Authority to
emplace boobytraps requires approval by the
field army commander (FM 5-31).

i. Retrograde Operations.
(1)

(2)

(3)

During a delay while on position,
CLAYMORES will be employed in the
same manner as they are when em-
ployed in the defense. During move-
ment between positions, CLAY-
MORES will be employed in the same
manner as a withdrawal.
During a night-type withdrawal,
which is conducted without enemy
pressure, CLAYMORES may be em-
placed for use by the detachments left
in contact, using both controlled and
uncontrolled methods of employment.
CLAYMORES may be used to assist
in covering the gaps left by the main
force. They may be used singly or
in conjunction with other mines to
mine routes of withdrawal.
If used, the rear guard can also em-
ploy M18A1’s using the uncontrolled
means of firing to assist in covering
its withdrawal to the rear. Utilization
of the M18A1 in this manner provides
added security for the detachments
left in contact, or the rear guard, and
can delay the enemy’s advance. How-
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(4)

ever, since the M18A1 is employed in
the uncontrolled role, it must be re-
ported and recorded as a mine.
If a covering force is used during a
daylight-type withdrawal, CLAY-
MORES can be employed by the cov-
ering force in a manner similar to
that used in any blocking position and
also employed using the same tech-
niques as used during a night-type
withdrawal.

22. Offense
a. General. The M18A1 can be employed in

certain phases of offensive combat, and pro-
visions for its use should be considered in plan-
ning offensive operations. The mine easily
can be transported by attacking troops for de-
fense of assembly areas, to provide security
during the conduct of the attack, and for pro-
tection during the reorganization and consoli-
dation of the objective. The M18A1 also pro-
vides an economical means for establishing
effective ambushes.

b. Offensive Combat.
(1)

(2)

(3)

Preparation for the attack. When a
unit is approaching the enemy and
occupies an assembly area prior to
an attack, it is particularly vulnera-
ble to surprise enemy attacks.
CLAYMORE mines can be quickly
emplaced around the perimeter of the
assembly area to cover the unit during
its preparation for the attack.
Conduct of the attack. During the
conduct of the attack, CLAYMORES
can be employed by the flank security
forces. The ease of employment and
disarmament of the M18A1 facilitates
its use in this manner.
Reorganization and consolidation.
During the conduct of the attack,
assaulting troops may carry CLAY-
MORES for employment during re-
organization and consolidation. After
a unit has overrun an enemy position
and pursued him by fire, it must im-
mediately begin consolidation of the
objective. The prompt emplacement
of CLAYMORES will provide the
base for an immediate defense against

possible counterattack, while leaders
reorganize their units and prepare to
continue the attack. When the final
objective is captured, mines should be
immediately emplaced. The emplaced
CLAYMORES can be integrated into
the defensive plans as they are de-
veloped.

(4) Defense of supporting elements dur-
ing the attack.

(a) CLAYMORE mines can be utilized
in command posts or in the defense
of supporting units, such as mortar
and artillery batteries. Immediate-
ly after displacement, and as the
first echelon of these supporting
units moves into new positions, ade-
quate defense measures will be es-
tablished. CLAYMORES should be
emplaced initially to cover likely
avenues of enemy approach;
eventually, they should be inte-
grated with the fully developed de-
fensive position. When displace-
ments occur, the mines will be dis-
armed, collected, and moved to the
next position. If the area is to be
occupied by other units, the mines
may be left in position by mutual
arrangement with the relieving unit.

(b) When CLAYMORE mines are em-
ployed in the defense of command
posts, supporting unit installations,
or reserve forces in the rear of the
battle positions, they must be well-
marked and personnel should be
familiarized with their location.

c. Ambush. CLAYMORE mines provide an
excellent, economical means for establishing
effective ambushes deep in enemy territory with
a minimum use of friendly personnel. Small
groups can easily transport a large number
of CLAYMORES; for example, one man can
carry six CLAYMORES, enough to cover a
frontage up to 300 meters. CLAYMORES may
be employed in any or all of the following
ways:

(1) Laterally along the killing zone of the
ambush, between the ambush element
and the killing zone. This method in-
flicts maximum damage on dismounted
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troops and is particularly useful in
countering enemy immediate action
drills that include assault into the
ambush element.

(2) At the front and rear of the killing
zone (fig. 19). This method provides
enfilade fire into the killing zones,
greater economy of employment, and
is particularly useful when the route
through the killing zone is restricted
in width. It also provides a good
counter in enemy immediate action
drills that include withdrawal or
forward movement out of the killing
zone along the original route.

(3) Laterally or at the front and rear of
the killing zone, on the far side of
the killing zone from the ambush ele-
ment (fig. 19). This method of em-
ployment is particularly effective in
countering enemy immediate action
drills that include maneuver or with-

drawal out of the killing zone by mov
ing away from the ambush element.
Care must be taken to insure the am-
bush element is protected from the
fragmentation of the M18A1.

(4) Defiles. CLAYMORES are particular-
ly effective in covering areas that
might afford the enemy cover from
small-arms fire, such as defiles.
CLAYMORES used in ambushes may
be emplaced on the ground, in trees,
or on other upright objects which
insure a clear, unobstructed, sighted
field of fire. Controlled detonation is
desirable, since this permits the firing
to be delayed until that portion of the
enemy which the commander desires
to catch in the ambush is in the killing
zone. Mines should be carefully
camouflaged to prevent their detec-
t i o n .
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