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CHAPTER 1

BASIC REGULATIONS AND RESPONSIBILITIES

The military and civilian vehicle driver must meet
specific qualifications to be certified He must know
his responsibilities and be familiar with the forms
that pertain to vehicle operation.

OFFICIAL USE REQUIREMENT

“Official use” is defined as the employment or
authorization of employment of a government
motor vehicle (owned, leased, or rented, if
required) in the discharge or performance of an
official duty, function, or service. (Certain restrictions
on using government vehicles are also contained in
AR 58-1 and AFM 77-310, Volume 1.)

The law provides penalties for the willful use or
authorization of any government-owned,
government-leased, or government-rented motor
vehicle for other than official purposes. Civilian
employees who misuse government vehicles will
have action taken in accordance with the Civilian
Personnel Manual. Penalties for military person-
nel are prescribed in the Uniform Code of
Military Justice.

IDENTIFICATION CARD

A valid motor vehicle license issued in any of the 50
states, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, or
similar licensing jurisdiction will be sufficient
qualification for military and civilian personnel
to operate commercially-designed, general-
purpose vehicles up to 1 1/2-ton cargo trucks.
Personnel who operate vehicles in excess of 14,000
pounds gross vehicle weight (GVW) must possess
an AF Form 2293 (US Air Force Motor Vehicle
Operator Identification Card) (Figure 1-1), a
DA Form 5984-E (Operator’s Identification
Card) (Figure 1-2), or an OF 346 (US Government
Motor Vehicle Operator’s Identification Card)
(Figure 1-3), if units do not possess Computer
Assisted Transportation Systems (CATS) or
Unit Level Logistics System (ULLS) hardware

and software. Personnel performing either tem-
porary or permanent change-of-station duty in
United States Air Forces in Europe (USAFE)
require an AF Form 2293 or OF 346.

The OF 346 or AF Form 2293 is your official
operator’s card Your card shows types of vehicles
you are qualitled to operate. All limitations may also
be indicated on your operator ID card, such as
“Valid Only with Glasses.” Do not operate vehicles
you have not been trained on or authorized to
operate. Be sure to sign your card when it is issued
to you and keep it with you whenever you drive.
The OF 346 or AF Form 2293 is good only for
operating government vehicles that have been
properly dispatched. It is not valid for operating
privately owned vehicles or for driving when your
state operator’s permit has been revoked or
suspended. Keep your OF 346 or AF Form 2293
current at all times.

For Army Only: DA Form 5984-E is your official
operator’s card if you are a ULLS user. See the
ULLS users manual ADSM-18-L3N-AWA-ZTH-
EUM for complete information concerning
maintenance.

QUALIFICATION RECORD

DA Form 348 (Figure 1-4) or ULLS computer-
generated DA Form 5983-E (Equipment Operator
Qualification Record [Except Aircraft]) (Figure 1-5),
and AF Form 22% (Vehicle Operator Information
[Part 3]) (Figure 1-6) provide the means for recording
the complete history of your driving qualifications
and equipment-operating experience. Required for
each equipment operator, DA Form 348, DA Form
5983-E, or AF Form 22% reflects your qualifica-
tions, experience, performance, and test results.
(For complete information concerning maintenance
of DA Form 348, refer to AR 600-55. For informa-
tion concerning maintenance of DA Form 5983-E
refer to ULLS end user manual ADSM-18-L3N-
AWA-ZTH-EUM.)
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AUTHORIZATION FORM

Vehicles are assigned to drivers by means of a dis-
patch form. This form is issued to you when you are
dispatched on any type of motorized vehicle. It is
your authorization to operate that particular vehicle,
and it must be kept current. You must have a valid
authorization in your vehicle whenever you are on
dispatch.

For Army Only: DD Form 1970 (Motor Equip-
ment Utilization Record) (or for ULLS users,
DA Form 5983-E) is your dispatch authorization
form for Army vehicles.

DRIVER QUALIFICATIONS

To be a military or civilian driver, you must–

Be qualified and licensed.

Be physically, mentally, and emotionally stable.

Be informed about the vehicle and the local
traffic laws.

Have sound knowledge of driving techniques.

Have sufficient experience, evidenced by good
safety habits and driving skills.

Have a courteous and responsible driver
attitude.
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The mission of the armed services depends on you skills. Obey instructions given to you by your com-
and your vehicle for mobility. Your unit’s success mander or supervisor and the person delegated to
depends to a great extent on how good you are at relay them. Maintain a neat appearance and prac-
your job. Apply yourself, your knowledge, and your tice courtesy.
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DRIVER RESPONSIBILITIES

As a driver, you are responsible for–

Safely operating your vehicle and complying
with applicable federal, state, local and host-
nation laws and regulations.

Doing before-, during-, and after-operation in-
spections of your vehicle.

Following all operator maintenance outlined in
the appropriate vehicle technical manual
(Army) or order (Air Force).

Caring for and cleaning your vehicle and its
equipment at all times.

Ensuring the safety and comfort of your pas-
sengers (includes ensuring that seat and—
shoulder belts are fastened). The senior oc-
cupant will ensure that passengers comply. For
nontactical vehicles, passengers are seate with
safety strap in place.

Ensuring the security of the vehicle and cargo
entrusted to you.

Exercising common sense.

Notifying your supervisor/NCO of any change in
your status, for example, inability to drive due
to physical condition or withdrawal of your state
operator’s license.

The life expectancy and capability of your vehicle
depend on you. Remember, you are subject to cor-
rective action by your commander for incidents of
abuse, misuse, and damage to unit-assigned vehicles
(AR 58-1, AFR 77-4).

CAUTION

For Air Force Only: As a vehicle operator
you may be required to operate two-way
radio equipment. Do not attempt to operate
the two-way radio equipment in your vehicle
unless you have been instructed to do so.
Your supervisor will determine whether you
are qualified to efficiently operate this
equipment. He will furnish local standard
procedures, codes, and so forth which may
be published in base directives or Air Force
publication supplements.
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FUEL-EFFICIENT OPERATION

As a qualified vehicle operator, you should operate
your vehicle in the most fuel-efficient manner. To do
so, you must adopt a fuel-conservation attitude. Ap-
plying these tips will help develop this attitude:

Plan trips to avoid unnecessary “cold starts.”
Consolidate short trips whenever possible.

Reduce vehicle’s cool-down time, and select
your route with consideration for terrain,
weather, and type of vehicle.

Maintain your vehicle with particular atten-
tion to proper tire inflation, brakes grabbing
or pulling, oil and lubrication specifications,
and tune-ups.

Adhere to speed limits when driving lower
speeds not only reduce air resistance but also
are safer.

1-7


