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PREFACE

This manual provides the principal doctrine for topographic operations in support of military
operations. It describes the functions of topographic operations as they relate to extended
operations in terms of depth, time, synchronization, and unity of effort. It is designed to be
used by Army unit commanders and staffs, primarily at corps and division levels.

Topographic operations consist of an interrelated flow of information and products through
the various Department of Defense (DOD) agencies. The Defense Mapping Agency (DMA) is
the primary agency involved. Through agency intelligence and other engineer channels this
flow of information is passed onto the tactical units. These operations provide the commander
with an effective means to evaluate the battlefield in terms of mobility, countermobility, and
survivability;  gain knowledge of the battlefield; visualize the terrain; and apply all available
topographic information on each unit’s areas of operations and interest.

The proponent for this publication is the United States Army Training and Doctrine
Command (TRADOC). Submit changes and comments for improving the publication on
Department of the Army (DA) Form 2028 (Recommended Changes to Publications and Blank
Forms). Arrange comments in sequence by manuscript page, indicating exactly how a portion
should be reworded with a brief reason for the change. Send comments to Commandant,
United States (US) Army Engineer School, ATTN: ATSE-TDM-P, Fort Leonard Wood, MO
65473-6650.

Unless otherwise stated, masculine nouns and pronouns do not refer exclusively to men.
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